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Frederick County Roads Board 

Meeting Minutes of Monday, June 3, 2013 
 

Present were: 
Roads Board Members 

Barbara Windsor, Chairperson 

W. Peter Pearre, AIA, Vice Chairperson 

Paul Fitzgerald, AIA 

Steve Haller 

 

County Staff Members 

Commissioner Kirby Delauter  

Charles F. Nipe, Acting Director, Division of Public Works 

Robert Shen, P.E. Department Head, Department of Highways and Transportation 

William R. Routzahn, Superintendent, Office of Highway Operations 

Jason M. Stitt, P.E., Chief, Office of Transportation Engineering 

Dave Ennis, P.E., Chief, Office of Facilities Maintenance 

Dave Olney, Project Manager II, Office of Transportation Engineering 

Penny Bryant, Administrative Assistant, Division of Public Works 

 
(Official minutes of the Roads Board meetings are kept on file in the Department of Highways and Transportation office; the meetings are 

also video recorded.  Draft and approved minutes are available on the county’s website. To receive a copy of meetings recorded on 

videotape or DVD, please contact the Division of Public Works at 301 600 1129 or visit the county’s website at 

www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/roadsboard.) 

 

I. Call To Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

A. The Frederick County Roads Board met on Monday, June 3, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. for 
their quarterly public meeting.  The meeting was held in the Commissioner’s Hearing 
Room, Third Floor, of Winchester Hall, 12 East Church Street, Frederick, Maryland.  
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Barbara Windsor and was followed 
by the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  

B. Introduction of the members of the Roads Board was led by Ms. Windsor. Mr. Shen 
announced the recent retirement of former DPW Director Tom Meunier and 
introduced Charles Nipe, as DPW Acting Director.  Mr. Shen also introduced the 
other County staff members. 

 
II. Public Comments:  At 00:0:39 of the video 

 

A. Public comment was heard from: 
 

1. Susan Hanson, 3205 Poffenberger Road, Jefferson, Maryland – Requested 
permission to hold comments and speak on the Rural Roads Program and 
Poffenberger Road. 
 

2. Donald Upchurch, Shoemaker Road, Taneytown, Maryland – chose to hold 
comments in case he had questions. 
 

3. Kurt Grauf, 12230 Shoemaker Road, Taneytown, Maryland – concerned about 
excessive speeding on road, widening of road, and trees being cut along road. 
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4. Paul Allen, 12626 Shoemaker Road, Taneytown, Maryland – handed out notes 

with photographs to the Board and County staff. Concerned about grading & 
widening of road.  
 

5. George R. Hanlin, Woodville Road, Mt. Airy, Maryland, President of Taneytown 
Rod & Gun Club on Shoemaker Road.  Wanted to give thanks for a job well 
done.  Stated that there are some speeding concerns. 
 

6. David M. Fitzgerald, 12314 Shoemaker Road, Taneytown, Maryland – Wants 
road to continue being maintained so that it is safe to ride on.  Concerned about 
turn in road;  potholes that occur in road around turn; and large equipment, 
including fire engines, having problems getting around turn.  

 
III. Old Business At 00:26:48 of the video 

 
A. Approval of minutes of March 4, 2013.  Upon a motion by Mr. Pearre and seconded 

by Mr. Haller the minutes were approved as presented. 
 

B. Buck Lantz Road Drainage Issue – Bill Routzahn handed out photos to the Board 
members (See Attachment “A”).  The scope of road has been re-elevated and a 
pipe outlet area was enhanced.  Mr. Routzahn stated that he spoke with property 
owners and they seem very happy with it. 
 

IV.   New Business At 00:28:05 of the video 
 

A. Recommendation for Appointment to the Roads Board – Mr. Pearre was up for 
reappointment to the Board.  There being no other applicants or nominees, the 
Board voted to reappoint Mr. Pearre. 
 

B. Shoemaker Road – Staff sent a letter to property owners on Shoemaker Road 
inviting them to attend this meeting. (See Attachment “B”)  
 
Dave Olney presented a staff report including a handout with photos to the Board 
members. (See Attachment “C”).  Photos of an Emmitsburg fire engine rounding the 
curve on Shoemaker Road was also given to the Board members. (See Attachment 
“D”) 
 
Staff Recommendations included three options: 
 
 Option A:   Stabilization with tar and chips. Stabilization would require a public 
   hearing process and BoCC approval to remove it from the Rural 
   Roads Program. Cost estimate is over $400,000. 
 
 Option B:   Annual width surveys.  Cost estimate $1,500 per year. 
 
 Option C: Continue current maintenance practices without any changes. 
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After discussion and comments by the Board, Mr. Haller requested that the 
audience members have the opportunity to come forward and voice their 
preferences to the three options that were presented in the staff report. 
 
Additional Public Comments: 

 
1. Susan Hanson – Gave a brief history on the Rural Roads Program.  

Suggested traffic calming devices such as gravel swales or planting 
trees along the road. 
 

2. Joshua Reels, 16915 Bullfrog Road, Taneytown, Md.  Commented 
that staff did a great job and did what they were asked to do. 
Concerns that drainage issues on other parts of road may need to be 
addressed. Agreeable to Option B. 
 

3. Donald Upchurch – Agreeable to Option B. 
 

4. Paul Allen – Commented that if points are taken that the markers be 
placed deep enough in road so that they cannot be removed.  
Agreeable to GPS points being used. 
 

5. George Hanlin – Agreeable to Option B, and have speed bumps put in 
the improved section of the road. 
 

6. Charles Nipe - Thanked the Board for hearing this issue and stated 
that staff is agreeable to Option B with GPS points being taken. 
 

7. Kurt Grauf – Concerned about right-of-way width and how far away 
from the road he can plant trees. R. Shen said staff would look at the 
plat for his property and get back to him. 
 
Mr. Pearre requested that staff provide the Roads Board with 
information on the standard for right-of-ways for County roads. 

 
   8.  David Fitzgerald – Preferred Option C  
  
   

Mr. Haller made a motion to recommend Option B per staff recommendation. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Pearre.   
 
Mr. Haller asked for an amendment to his motion that the initial GPS points be taken 
and any subsequent measurements be taken at the discretion of the Director. There 
was no second to the amendment, the amendment failed. 
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Mr. Fitzgerald asked for an amendment to the motion that County staff continue to 
measure the GPS points each year for a period of three (3) years after the points have 
been established and report back to the Board. After some discussion, Mr. Fitzgerald 
withdrew his motion. 
 
Mr. Pearre asked for an amendment to the original motion that in year one, points be 
established, and that three (3) years later the County go back and see if those points 
are still on the edge of the road. Maintenance would continue during that time.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald seconded the amended motion.  The motion carried by majority with Mr. 
Haller being opposed. 

 
V. CIP and Other Project Updates (Presented by Mr. Stitt) At 01:39:58 of the video 
 

A. Ijamsville Road Phase I 

• Ijamsville Road from Ball Road to Prices Distillery Road (Contract “A” 
Extension) opened to traffic May 9, 2013. 

 
• Ijamsville Road Contract B (Prices Distillery Road to 500’ North of the 

railroad crossing) working on the final right-of-way settlements. Anticipate 
getting those finished and going out to bid with construction starting this fall. 

 
B. Ijamsville Road Phase II 

• Extends from the railroad tracks north to MD 144.  Need to get right-of-way 
agreements for two (2) remaining properties, and some permitting for utility 
relocation. Anticipate being ready to bid this fall.  Will coordinate the start of 
construction with Contract B. 

 
C. Boyers Mill Road/Bridge 

• Bridge project - Land acquisition is complete. Waiting for Federal Highway 
authorization to bid.  Anticipate receiving authorization in late June or early 
July. Construction would start in the fall of 2013. 

 
• Road project - Staff attended the LLA annual meeting in May and provided 

an update on the road and bridge project. In the process of coordinating with 
property owners.  At 30% design working towards 60%. Have met with or 
have scheduled to meet with 50 property owners. Will begin negotiations for 
final design for the north side of project. 

 
D. Pavement Management Program 

• Tar and Chip – Working with a paving consultant on condition evaluation 

• FY’14 FDR, Patching contracts – In process of getting out to bid 

• FY’13 Chip Seal Pilot – Completed last week 
• FY’13 Overlay –Completed including the work on Boyers Mill Road approach   

to Old National Pike. 
• FY’13 Surface Coat – Bid awarded on May 23, 2013.   
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   E.   New Traffic Signal at Old National Pike and Bartholows Road - Completed on 

 April 11, 2013.  There were some timing issues that have since been worked 
 out. 
 

VI. Highway Operations Updates (Presented by Mr. Routzahn) At 01:45:00 of the video 
 

A. Adopt-A-Road Program – Volunteers are trained for road safety, and given road 
work signs.  They pick up trash along the road, bag it and Highway Operations 
picks it up.  There are currently 32 teams throughout the County signed up for 
the program, and they are picking up trash on 66.85 miles of roadway.  Mr. 
Routzahn extended a thank you to all the volunteers. 
 

B. Poffenberger Road – Went through a test cycle, it was the County’s first DSA 
road.  There were some issues that have been repaired. 

 
 

VII. Roads Board Issues At 01:46:47 of the video 
 

A. Ms. Windsor asked about snow. Mr. Routzahn reported that the contingency 
 fund was used to fill the salt barns and they are now 80% stocked. 
 
B. Mr. Haller asked since the aggregate test did not prove to be a viable solution 

why are they still using it on Poffenberger Road.  Mr. Routzahn explained that 
they reused the material that was already there and if it stays compacted they 
should not have to re-grade every fall and spring. Dave Olney explained that the 
maintenance cost was less, but not low enough to justify the installation cost. 
 

C. Mr. Fitzgerald asked if there was anything to report on Tower Road 
improvements.  Staff will review and report if there were improvements at the 
next Roads Board meeting. 
 

D. Ms. Windsor thanked staff for the effort they put forward on Shoemaker Road. 
 
Adjournment At 01:52:38 of the video 

 
There being no further business Ms. Windsor adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 

 
The next meeting will be held Monday, September 9, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the Third Floor 
Hearing Room of Winchester Hall, 12 East Church Street, Frederick.   
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Penny Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
 Division of Public Works 
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PMB 
cc: All via Email  

All Attendees  
Ragen Cherney, Administrative Analyst, County Manager’s Office  

 
 

Note: Please use the following to view the meeting, access the agenda and the meeting minutes. 
 

• Roads Board Meetings (actual): www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/media 
• Roads Board Agenda: www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/roadsboard  

• Roads Board Meeting Minutes: www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/roadsboard 
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Buck Lantz Road 
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Tower 6 from the Vigilant Hose Company in Emmitsburg going around curve on Shoemaker 
Road. 


